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Clinical Review of Crohn's Disease

Hee Won Chung, M.D., Jae-Gahb Park, M.D., Kuhn Uk Lee, M.D.
Kuk Jin Choe, M.D. and Jin-Pok Kim, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Seond National University College of Medicine

Crohn's disease is known to be rare in oriental area and especially in southeastern Asian
area. But recently reported incidence of crohn's disease are becoming larger in Japan. The dis-
ease in Korea is also increasing. Crohn's disease has been challenging problem to most sur-
geons for its frequent surgical indications, poor surgical output and recurrent tendency. Also
there are general agreement of racial difference of Crohn's disease. We reviewed medical re-
cords of Korean patients who received operations at the department of surgery, Seoul National
University Hospital, from January 1970 to March 1991, for Crohn's disease to find out surgical
characteristics of Korean patients. Small bowel is the most common site of invelvement and il-
eocecum, the next, and followed by the large bowel. The mixed type is the least form. These
findings are somewhat different from that of other reports in other countries and in our own
country. The most common indication of surgery is uncertain diagnosis for its rarity in Korea.
For abscence of adequate methods of diagnosing small bowel Crohn's disease and its rarity in
Korea, Crohn's disease in small bowel usually needed operations for diagnosis. We noted
missed diagnosis case frequently, compared with other study of foreign literature. Surgical
treatment of crohn's disease in this reports includes variety of operations. The results of this
operation are not much different from those of other reports. We note that crohn's disease in
Korea is somewhat different from that of Caucasian in invelving site and absence of extrain-
‘testinal manifestations.
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1976, 1~1991. 3

Fig. 1.
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Table 1. Age and sex distribution

Table 3. Symptoms and signse

Sex Symptom Nao. Total
Age Total
Male Female Frequency
10~20 3 ‘ 4 Abdominal 1~3 i
20~30 3 3 B Pai 3~5 2 7
in
3040 3 3 i 1
50~60 | 1 _— 9
60~T0 | 1 Wt loss 6~10 B 12
Total g 7 16 10~ 4
Fever 2
Intestinal ochstruction b
Table 2. Interval between symptom and diagnosis ) .
I I Intestinal bleeding 4
Interval No.
~ ]
|~ ; 5 . Table 4. Anal lesic:n
p~10Y 2 Lesion Nao.
1~ Y l
Fistula 2
Total 16 Fissure 1
Abscess 4
Stenosis 1
Hemorrhoids 1
2) EW™ o2t
No. 12

W 7|7ke 9J4Ea wHeEaE AgTir]e A
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C1 i k= O o I 1 e vt i e R s B U S R B S
A 7)7ke] BEmw b FekE e Afx 1« gl
(Table 2).
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There are 12 anal complications in 6 patients.
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1 o]g]e] He=eg Betdg YRFFE O WHEH AR Table 6. First operation name
e ALHe 44, $E59Y sofd 25 pafol Site Op name No.
zhzp 1«4 slgdct(Table 7). : _
$E PAFe & 50 Aed A Aol oA, E“‘:’c‘]‘““ and Ansstomosls ‘Ij
ma we xplo laparotomy
i G o +1
M mTo| Jdef glglon 87 @Fe] 42 1 Appendectomy I
| off 4= A}tEb it (Table 8).
Rt hemicolectomy l
Ileoceum
[leocecectomy 1
Table 5. Site of involvement Large bowel [& D for Intraabdominal abscess |
I & D for Perianal abscess |
Site No.
lleocecectomy |
Small bowel 8 Rt hemicolectomy l
[leaceum i Combined Appendectomy l
Large bowel 2 Resection and anastomosis of
combined 2 small bowel l
Total ] Total 16

I & I¥ incision and drainage

Table 7. Indication of operation

Site
Indication - |
Small bowel lleocecum  Large bowel Combine
Uncertain Dx 6 | 7
Intestinal obstruction l 2 | 4
Peritonitis 1 l
Intraabodominal abscess | |
Internal fistula 1 I
Intractability | l
Perianal abscess 1 I
Mo, B 2 2 4 16
Table 8, Operation complication
Sit N
Complication : 0.
Small bowel Ileocecum  Large bowel Combined
Intestinal obstruction | l 2
Fistula l 1 l 3
Respiratory complication. 1
Total 3 1 1 1 6
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Table 9. Reoperation name

Site Op name Indication Prev. op. name
Small Resection & Anastomosis Intestinal obstruction Resection & Anastomosis
Bowel leocecectomy Fistula Resection & Anastomosis
[leocecum Resection & Anastomosis " Intestinal obstruction Rt hemicoloectomy
Colon Colon K & A, Small bowel R & A
Stomach 1° repair Internal fistula [&D
combined Rt hemicolectomy External fistula Appendectomy

I & D: Incision and drainage

16 cases
Death (//F;cur Disease free
1 case /55 gsis 9 cases(2.2 Yr)
Reoperation Medical managemeant
5 casese 1 case{11 ¥r)
Recur Disease free

1 case(2 Yr) 4 cases(7.3 ¥r)

{ }:median follow up period
Fig. 2. Result of surgical treatment.
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Alefele Fge] whgon) b2 2de 4 BEH 3
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Fig. 8. Incidence.
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