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= Abstract=

Clinical Analysis of Colorectal Cancer in Patients over 70 Years of Age
—Comparison with patients aged 50~59—

Kwang Ho Kim, M.D. and Eung Bum Park, M.D.
Department of General Surgery, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

As colorectal cancer is the 2nd visceral cancer in Korea, it will be diagnosed with ever in-
creasing frequency in the very old. The decision whether or not to operate on older patients
who have carcinoma of the colon is often unduly complicated. There are suprisingly few re-
ports on the manifestations, treatment and long-term results of specific entities such as colo-
rectal cancer in the very old.

Among 187 patients with colorectal cancer who underwent surgery in our department during
the 10 vear period from 1982 to 1991, 24 patients over 70 years old were compared with 52 pa-
tients aged 50 to 59 in terms of clinicopathological aspects, postoperative complication and
Prognosis.

There was no significant difference between the two groups with gender, preoperative CEA
level, location of tumor, modified Dukes stage, differentiation of tumor, postoperative compli-
cation, 5-year disease free survival and overall survival. The duration of symptoms was signifi-
cantly longer in the elderly group and amount of perioperative transfusion was increased in
yvounger group.

As a result of this study, we concluded that the large bowel malignancy in the elderly can be
treated by standard methods of surgical resection with the expectation that perioperative mor-
tality and probability of cure will not differ significantly from that of younger patients.
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Table 1, Age & sex distribution(%)

Age No.

20~29 6( 3.2)

30~39 24(12.8)

40~ 49 33(17.6)

50~59 52(27.8)

60~ 69 48(25.7)

70~79 20(10.7)

80~89 4( 2.2)
Age/Sex Male Female

50~59 35(67.8) 17(32.7)
Ower 70 13(54.2) 11{45.8)
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Table 2. Duration of symptom(%)

Age/Duration < 6744 G~1274 4 = 12243
50~59 45(86.5) 4 (7.7 3(5.8)
Ower 70 17(70.8) 5(20.8)* 2(8.4)

*p=0.07
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5) Astler & Coller modified Dukes £/

TaF HHFI A elE # Astler & Coller mod-

Table 3. Preoperative CEA (%)

Age/CEA <25ng/ml 25~50ng/ml >5.0ng/ml

ified Dukes ol @2 wedalFo 4= stage
A 24(8.3%), Bl 2+1(8.3%), B2 8+4(33.3%) C2
11+1(45.8%), D 1<{4.3%)o]slew S0cfFelss
stage Bl 84(15.4%), B2 15+1(28.9%), C1 1+(1.9
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50~59 10(22.7) 9{20.5) 25(56.8) (11.5%), He4dqk 3=0(5.8%), L&Azt 14(1.9%)
Ower 70 5 (25.0) 9(30.0) 9(45.0) 2 RFEEH 255 2E3sle| 7l welow R
Table 4. Location of tumor(%)
Age/Location Rt. colon Tran. colon Lt. colon S-colon Rectum
o0~59 10(19.2) 1(1.9) 1(1.9) 6(11.5) 34165.5)
Ower 70 6(25.0) 1{4.2) 1] 5(20.8) 12(30.0)
Table 5. Astler & Coller stage(%)
Age/Stage A Bl B2 Cl C2 D
50~59 0 B(15.4) 15(28.9) 161.9) 200(38.5) B(15.3)
Owver T0 2(8.3) 2 (8.3) 8(33.3) 0 11145.8) 1{ 4.3)
Table 6. Histologic grading(%) )
Age/Grading W M P MU SR
o0~59 14(26.9) 28(53.9) 6(11.5) 3(5.8) 1(1.9)
Over T0 7(29.2) 14(58.3) ] 2(8.3) 1(4.2)

W: well dif ferentiated,

M: moderately differentiated

P: poorly differentiated

MU mucinous adenocarcinoma

SH: signet ring cell type adenocarcinoma

— 159 —



—REXRILMHPEE R 105 F2H 1994

Table 7. Lymph node metastasis

Age/LN 0 1~4 =5

50~59 24(46.2) 12(23.1) 16(30.7)
Over 70 12(50.0) 6(25.0) 6(25.0)

Table 8. Perioperative transfusion(%)

Age/Transfusion 0 1~2 pints >3 pints
50~59 20042.6) 8(17.0) 19(40.4)
Owver 70 11(45.8) 11{45.8) 20 84)

Table 9. Postoperative Complication(%)

Complication/Age 50~59 Ower 70
no complication 47(90.4) 18(75.0)

GI bleeding 2
Wound infection
Anastomotic leak 2
Urogenic bladder

Heart failure
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Fig. 2. Survival by age.
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