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Intestinal Beheet's Disease:
A Clinieal Analysis of 13 Patients

Hee Won Chung, M.D.. Bin Yoo, M.D.*, Hee-Bam Moon*"M.D., InChul Lee®*, M.D.
Byung Sik Kim, M.I,, Kun Choon Park, M.D. and Jin Cheon Kim, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Internal Madicine®, Pathology™,
University of Ulsan College of Medicine and Asan Medical Center

Although Behcet's disease is not infrequently found in the middle East and Orient, its diag-
nosis and adequate management are not still sufficient. Gastrointestinal involvement of
Behcet's disease generally shows mild symptoms and favorable outcome, but sometimes makes
chronic or fatal outcome,

The prognostic factors for intestinal Behcet's disease had not been identified clearly. We
reiewed 46 cases of Behcet's disease who admitted with Behcet's disease from June 1989 to
March 1994 in Asan Medial Center. During that period, the numbers of the intestinal Behcet's
disease were 3. Surgical interventions were tried in 8 cases. Emergency operations were per-
formed in £ cases due to obstruction and perforation. Five patients underwent operations with
uncertainty of diagnosis and 1 patient underwent operation under the impression of appendici-
tis. One patient underwent emergency operations for colonic perforation died due to recurrent
ileal perforation. Recurrences were observed in 5 cases(38.5%) during 24 months of median fol-
low up. Two cases who underwent emergency operation showed recurrence outside the anasto-
motic site and others showed recurrence at previous site(2 cases in the anastomotic site, | case
in the previous sitel It is difficult to make an accurate preoperative diagnosis of intestinal
Behcet's disease. Emergency operation and extra-anastomotic recurrence were shown to have
poor a prognosis in these limited cases. Further follow-up are needed to make definalbe prog-
nostic factors.
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Fig. 1. Type of Behcet's disease in relation to the intestinal involvement.
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Table 1. Symptoms and signs of Behcet's disease
comparing the total intestinal Behcet's
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Table 2. Profiles of intestinal Behcet's disease

Patient Sex Age Oral genital Skin Eve Vascular  Joint Neuro-Behcet
| M 24 + — " - - -~ -
2 F 18 + + - - + -
3 F 19 + + + - - + ~
4 F I8 — + - -~ - + .
5 F 29 - - - - — _ _
i M 30 + + - - - -
7 F 30 + - + + - + -
8 F 3l + + - - - + -
9 F 3l + + - - - + -
10 F 36 - + + - + + +
1 M 38 - ~ - - - - -
12 M 58 + + - - - - -
13 M 60 - - ~ - - - ~
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Table 3. Qutcome of the surgery for intestinal Behcet's disease according to the localization

Lacalization Number of patients Recurrence
diffuse 4 3 (2 at other site, | at anastomaotic site)
localized 4 1 (at anastomotic site)
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