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Four Cases of Rectal Melanoma

Bong Soo Chung, M.D., Jin Cheon Kim, M.D., Chang Sik Yuo, M.D.
Han Il Lee, M.D., Chang Nam Kim, M.D. and Gyung Yub Gong, M.D.*

Department of Surgery and Pathology™, University of Ulsan College of Medicine
and Asan Medical Center

Although anal canal is the most common site for the development of malignant melanoma in
the alimentary tract, it is extremely rare and melanoma can occur primarily at lower rectum.
Anorectal melanoma constitutes 0.4% to 0.8% of colorectal malignancies and less than 2% of
melanomas. The prognosis may depend on the extent of disease and depth of invasion. It gen-
erally seems to be very poor in spite of aggressive treatment. We have treated four patients of
rectal melanomas out of 1,477 cases of all colorectal cancer between September, 1989 and Janu-
ary, 1997; a 39-year-old female with the intermittent blood-tinged stool, a 51-year-old male with
hematochezia, a 5%-year-old male with anal bleeding and a 65-year-old female with anal bleed-
ing. They were treated by abdominoperineal resection with pelvic lymph node dissection and

were confirmed histologically rectal melanomas.
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Fig. 1. A. Grossphotograph shows a fungating mass with partial black pigmented surface above the dentate
line.

B. A polypoid mass above the dentate line.

C. Cut surface showing a fungating neoplasm with diffuse black pigmentation, which invades muscle

laver.
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Fig. 2. A. Microphotograph reveals diffuse infiltration of spindle-shaped tumor cells forming fascicles(H&E,
=100,
B. Diffuse infiltration of tumor nests consisting of polygonal cells with abundant and prominent nucle-
oli. Note many intranuclear pseudoinclusion{H&E, =<200).
C. Diffuse infiltrating tumor cells which are polygonal to spindle, and have abundant cytoplasm and
prominent nucleoli. Note intracytoplasmic pigments(H&E, > 400).
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Fig. 3. HMB45 staining reveals diffuse cytoplasmic expression(ABC, =200}
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Tahble 1. Summary of four patients with rectal melanoma

Case Na. 1 3 4

Age 39 al 65
Sex F M F
Symptom Hematochezia Anal bleeding Hematochezia Hematochezia
Site Rectum Rectum Rectum Rectum
(Gross type Fungating Ulcero fungating Polypoid Polypoid
Melanin pigment + + +
Operation method *APR+LPND APR+LPND APR+LPND APR+LPND
Metastasis

Systemic -

Perirectal node + + +
Extent of invasion  Perirectal adipose Muscle Muscle Submucosa

tissue

*APR+LPND: Abdominoperineal resection—+ Lateral pelvic lymph node dissection.
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