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Results of Surgical Treatment of Crohn’s Disease

Wang Jun Lee, MDD, Kyu Joo Park, M.D., Jae-Gahb Park, M.D.
Kuhn Uk Lee, M.D. and Kuk Jin Choe, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Seoul National University College of Medicine

We have performed a retrospective analysis of 42 patients with Crohn's disease operated
at the Department of Surgery, Seoul National University College of Medicine between
1978 and 1997, The most frequently involved site was ileocecum(40.5%) and small bowel
(40.5%), whereas the large bowel and anorectum occupied only 2.4% and 7.1% res-
pectively. In 39 patients with bowel involvement, 35 patients(90%) required resection as
primary surgical operations(small bowel 18, right colon 11, ileocecum 6). The remaining
7 patients underwent intaabdominal abscess drainage(2), perianal abscess drainage(2),
appendectomy(1), and exploration only(1). Two cases of small bowel resection were com-
bined with multiple stricturoplasties. After mean follow-up period of 46 months(range 1~
180, median 22 months) after primary operation, the cumulative reoperative recurrence
rate was 25% at 3 years, 47% at 5 years, and 79% at 10 years, respectively, The ileocecal
type had higher cumulative reoperative recurrence rate than small bowel type(50% com-
pared to 34% at 5 years). The age at symptom onset, age at time of first operation, dura-
tion between symptom onset and operation, and the indication for operation had no effect
on reoperative recurrence rate. Despite short follow-up period and limited number of pa-
tients, our results confirmed that Crohn’s disease is associated with high rate of recurrence
requiring re-operations.
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Table 1. Patient characteristics{N=42)

— R IRATPT SR 13 & F 28 1997

Tahble 2. Site of involvement

Characteristics Number Site Mumber{ %)
Men/women(No. of patients) 2418 lleocecum 17(40.5%)
Mean age at onset of symptoms(years) 336 Small bowel 17(40.5%)
(Range) (10~71) Large bowel 1(2.4%)
Mean age at primary operation(vears) 35.3 Combined’ 49.5%)
{Range) (1771} Anorectum T A%
Median duration of symptoms(months) 15 : -

(Range) (1~ 120) Total 42
E}'mpmm:f{Nu. u_E' patients) Flejunum+descending colon(1)

Abdominal pain 36(85.7%) ileum+transverse coloni 1)

Weight loss 27(64.3%) ileocecum+descending -sigmoid colon(1)

Diarthea Z354.8%) ileocecum+transverse coloni1)

Abdominal distension 18(42.9%)

Bleeding 11(26.2%)

Fever LO23.8%:)

Palpable mass 10(23.8%) Table 3. Indication of primary operation

'C-nr%'-m Wi_mn 7(16.7%) Indication Number( %)
Extra-intestinal symptoms _

Skin lesion{oral ulcer) 3 7.1%) Obstruction 20(47.6%)

Arthritis 2(4 8% Abscess & Fistula* 6 14.3%)

Opthalmic lesion O 0%) Intraabdominal mass 6(14.3%)

Anal lesion 11{26.2%) Internal bleeding 3 T1%)

Perianal abscess 3 T0%)
Intractability 2i 48%)
Uncentain diagnosis 2( 4.8%)
abed  steroid, metronidazole, sulfasalazine, azathio- Total ) -‘-’lE{IIII%]I

prine2| Hgrady EE Pon S 14
6% Ealegle. wa e UaA 22 3
2 Foll Azt Hebe] A7 3 ook gl (total
parenteral nutrition)5- 4] =S5t HT H5= 11=)(26%)
7t elgle}

J) SFEE HHEX 3 0 HES

EH] WHEEES 7ha o] 2ol Eiut
W el olef rel e o 2)ak 939)se) Ale
e ANes #ak-uigse] 1700(41%), ik &
Hale] Akah 3 233 e] 174)41%), izt
= E9gE A Ago] opd HYAA o A
, oll=Azkegt e Fadiale] 14
(2%), &=Fte|u} Aalell= Wi glo| 87 9 #=
gh Al SEA Aol 3e(7%), 4k i
& 25 Fdsle 0 4d(10%) 5 el

*Intraabdominal(2), internal(2), enterocutaneous(2)

(Table 2).

H g HEEE Aury, auaziel
20c|(48%) 2 744 geten o gl Fim
92 AAZ A A57F BF 6edl(14%)0] )
et olF A gl 24, W gE) ekl A
o] 2¢f], ZF3H7Fo| 24415 27} o|Em glalu)
ER SHFI7L FAs o5 AASA K
TEw AT 27 6l (14%) Yelew AEY
of 3ell(7%), $FFH FE U EdHAo| 34
(7%), HehH Z) gell et H-24e] 20)|(4%)0] ]
chTable 3).
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Table 4. Primary opcration

Type of operation Number{% )
Resection 35(83.3%)

- Small bowel* 18

- Right colon 11

- ilcocecum®* 1]
Drainage 5(11.9%)

- Penanal*** 3

- Intraabdominal 2
Appendeciomy 12.4%)
Explo-only 1{2.4%)

*1 cases were combined with stricturoplasties

**combined with segmental resection of sigmoid colon in
1 case

***combined with fistulotomy due to anal fistula in 1 case

49 1E YUY Y 2
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Fig. 1. Resulis of surgical treaiment in Crohn’s disease.
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Fig. 2. Overall cumulative reoperative recurrence  of
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Fig. 3. Cumulative reoperaiive recurrence rate of Crobn's
disease according to the site of involvement.
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