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Results of Surgical Treatment in Intestinal Behcet’s Disease

Ki Hong Kim, M.I>., Kyu Joo Park, M.[2., Han-Kwang Yang, M.D.
Jae-Gahb Park, M.D., Sang Joon Kim, M.D., Kuhn Uk Lee, M.D.
Kuk Jin Choe, M.ID. and Jin-Pok Kim, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Seowl National University College of Medicine

Beheet's disease, originally defined by recurrent oral and genital uleers and uveitis, is
regarded as a multisystemic disorder that may involve various organs. Intestinal involve-
ment in Behcet's disease is charactenized by ulcers which tend to perforate or penetrate
the intestinal wall. Thus, many patients with this disease require surgical intervention. This
study was performed to analyze the results of the surgical treatment in patients with
intestinal Beheet's disease. We have performed a retrospective analysis of 30 patients with
pathologically defined intestinal Behcet's disease who had undergone operations at the
Department of Surgery, Seoul National University Hospital between 1984 and 1996, The
ulcers were most frequently located in the ileocecal area(79%) and 46% of the pantents
had multiple ulcers. The mean age at the time of first operation was 34 years(range: 14 —
58) and the mean interval from onset of symptoms to operation was 22 months(range:
0.3-96). The most common indications which led to operation were intractable pain
(37%), followed by suspicion of malignancy(27%), obstruction(13%), perforation(10%)
and bleeding(10%). Surgical treatment consisted of resection of the involved area in all
cases except one patient who had undergone primary closure of the perforated ulcer. After
mean follow-up period of 55 monihs(range: 1~ 120) after the primary operation, recur-
rence was observed in 17 cases(57%). The cumulative recurrence rate was 25% at 1 year,
37.9% at 3 years, and 61.2% at 5 years. Our results indicate that intestinal Beheet's disease
is associated with high incidence of postoperative recurrence.
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Table. 1. Diagnostic criteria of Behcet’ syndrome by Beheet's Disease Rescarch Comnitiee of Japan (1972)

Major crileria
|, Recurremt aphthous ulcerations in the mouth
2. Skin lesion
a. Erythema nodosum-like eruptions
b. Subcutaneous thrombophlebitis
c. Hyperirritability of the skin
3. Eye lesion
a. Recurrent hypopyon iritis or iridocyclitis
b. Chorioretinitis

4. Genital ulcerations

Minor criteria

3. Athritic symptoms and signs (arthralgia, swelling, redness)

Epididymitis

oo o

Central nervous system involvement
4. Brainstem syndrome
b. Meningo-encephalo-myelitic syndrome

Type of Beheet' syndrome

Vascular lesions (occlusions of vessels, aneurysms)

Gastrointestinal lesions (appendicitis-like pain, melena, etc)

1. Complete type: All 4 major symptoms appear in the clinical course of patient.

2. Incomplete type:

a. 3 of 4 major symptoms in the clinical course of patient,
b. Recurrent hypopyon iritis or typical choriorctinitis and one other major symptoms appear in the clinical

course of patient.

3. Suspcious type: Involvement of 2 major symptoms

4. Possible type: Involvement of 1 major symptom
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Tahle 2. Patient characteristics{N=30)

Characteristic Number
Menfwomen 18f12
Mean age at onsct of sympioms (years) 324

{Range) {10-58)
Mean age at first operation (years) 34.0

(Range) (14-58)
Mean duration of symptoms (months) 22.0

(Range) (0.3-96)
Symptoms (No. of patienis)

Abdominal pain 28 (93.3)

Weight loss 10 (33.3)

Palpable mass 9 (30.0)

Anorexsia T (233

Diarrhea 5 (16.7)

Febrile sensation 5 (16.7)

Nausea 4 (133

WVomitting 4 (13.3)

Hematochezia 4 (13.3)

Constipation 3 (10.10)
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Table 3. Indication of first operation

Table 5. Types of first operation

Indication Mumbers (%) First operation Nomber (%)
Intractable pain 11 (36.7%) Right hemicolectomy 15 (50.0%)
Suspicion of malignancy 8 (26.7%) lleocecectomy 12 (40.0%)
Obstruction 4 (13.3%) Segmental resection
Internal bleeding 3 (10.0%) colon 1 (3.3%)
Perforation 3 010.0%) ilewm 1 (3.3%)
Intraabdominal abscess 1 (3.3%) Primary closure I {3.3%)

Total 30 (100%:) Taotal 30 (100%)

Table 4. Location of involvement

Site Mumber (%)
lleocecal area 19 (79.1%)
Ascending colon 1 (4.2%)
Descending colon 1 (4.2%)
Combined 3 (12.5%)

Tonal 24 (100%)

‘leocecal arca+ascending colon(1)
ileocecal area+transverse colon(1)
ileocecal area+ascending colon+transverse colon(l)
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Fig. 1. Result of surgical treatment in intestinal Behcet' diseasc
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Fig. 2. Overall cumulative recurrence of Behcet's Disease.
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