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Secondary Hemorrhage after Hemorrhoidectomy

Kishik Kye, M.D.

Seoul Surgical Clinic, Wonju, Kangwondo, Korea

Delayed, or secondary hemorrhage after hemorrhoidectomy is a troublesome complica-
tion and it occurs in 0.2 to 4% of the hemorrhoidectomies. The nature of the bleeding
is a diarrhea consisted of blood clots and dark blood. It usually occurs at the patients
home between 7 to 14 days after the operation. Emergency treatment may include bed

rest, suture ligation, and various forms of tamponade,

At the Seoul Surgical Clinic in Wonju, 7 patients(1.1%) were seen with the complica-
tion of secondary hemorrhage among 642 hemorrhoidectomies. The prevalent interval
from the operation to hemorrhage was 10~ 13 days. Treatment modalities included Foley
catheter tamponade in one patient, and observation and bed rest alone in 6 patients.
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Table 1. Age and sex distribution of hemorrhoidectomies
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Table 3. Incidence of secondary hemorrhage

Age Male Female Total  Percentage Sex op. cases*  Bleeding**  Percentage
0-19 &5 3 9 1.40 Male 372 5 1.3
20-29 65 69 134 2087 Female 270 2 0.7
30-349 136 106 242 37.69
40-49 98 6l 159 2477 Toial 642 ! L1
5 2 . . p
ﬁg_ :z ‘:?r : :':3 II;I"::j * number of hemorrhoidectomies

) - ' ** number of secondary hemorrhage
70-79 4 0 4 0.62
Towal 372 270 f42

Tahle 2. Age and sex distribution of bleeding cases

Age Male Female
20-29 1

30-39 2 2
40-49 ]

50-59 1

Toeal 5 2

Table 4. Dav of secondary hemorrhage

Postop. days

nuinber of cases

7 1
1] 2
11 1
12 1
13 |
18 |
Total 7
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Table 5. Duration of second admission

Tahle 7. Associated procedures

Duration of admission Mumber of cases

2 (days) 2
3 2
4 3

Tahle 6. Types of management

Types of management Number of cases

Suture i
Foley catheter tamponade 1
Conservative ireatment 6
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Types of operation Number of cases

Lateral sphincterotomy
flap operation®
obliterative suture**
ligation of hemorthoids

I=d =] 2

* partial modifiecd Whitchead operation
** suture obliteration of bridge hemorrhoids
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