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A Case of Idiopathic Megacolon Asso-
ciated with Sigmoid Volvulus

Joo Jin Yeom MD., Ji Hun Choi, MD., Ji Wong K
MD., Sang Wok Kim MD., Tae Hyeon Kim, MD., Suk
Chae Choi, MD., Jung Gyun Lee, MD.*, Ki Jung Yu
MD.?, Young Ho Nah, MD,

Depar tnents of Internal Mdicine, ‘General Qurgery and*Path
Vankwang Uhiversity School of Mdicine, lksan, Korea

Megacol on is an unconmon condition in which the bow
is persistently of increased dianeter and it is alw
ciated with long-standing constipation. Two nain
are recognized according to whether or not gangli
present in the internuscular plane of the rectal wal
conpl ete absence, even along a short segnent of rec
denotes Hrschspurung's disease. |f ganglia are pre
dilated bowel nay be secondary to sone predispos
factor such as a stricture, a congenital anorectal a
ity, a cauda equina lesion etc. In other instances,
there nay be no apparent organic reason as to why
bowel should be so dilated. This latter conditionis
“idiopathic nmegacolon”. V& report the case of one fe
patient with idiopathic negacolon. During nedical
nent, she was conpl i cated wi th a si gnoi d vol vul us, we
formed subtotal colectony and cecorectal anastonosi
she inproved without any conplication. J Korean
Goloproctol 2002;18:133- 136
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Fig. 1. Chest radiography findings. Elevation of left hemidia-
phragm due to marked dilatation of splenic flexure of colon
is noted.
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Fig. 3. Marked dilatation of proxima colonic loop due to
sigmoid volvulus is noted on follow up barium enema.

Fig. 4. Microscopic finding. The intact ganglion cells is ob-
served between inner circular and outer longitudinal muscle
layers in distal colon (H&E sain, < 200).
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Fig. 2. Marked dilatation of colon is observed on barium
enema.
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