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= Abstract=

Parathyroid Carcinoma

—A report of 1 case—

An Hi Lee, M.D., Jin Hee Cho, M.D. and Chong Moo Lee, M.D.

Depariment of Clinical Pathology, Catholic Medical College, Seoul, Korea

Carcinoma of the parathyroid is an infrequent cause of primary hyperparathyroidism.
Various authorities have estimated its incidence of 3 to 4% of all cases of primary
hyperparathyroidism. Though several case reports on the parathyroid adenoma have been

published in Korea, as far as our Kknowledge is concerned, no report on the parathyroid

carcinoma can be found.

In June, 1981, we experienced a case of parathyreid carcinoma in a 36 year old female

with hyperparathyroidism.

Clinical data and histopathological findings with light and electron microscoe of the case

were discussed and a brief review of the literature on this entity was made.
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Legends for Figures

Parathyroid carcinoma. Lower power view. Enclosed by the thick fibrous capsule, there is a

e b dense collection of carcinomatous cells, with areas of capsular invasion and invasion of thyroid
tigsue(H & E stain, »x40).

Fig. 2. Parathyroid carcinoma. Higher magnification. Most of the cells found in this field are chief cells
with rather uniform and lack of anaplasia(H & E stain, x1,000).

Fig. 3. Electron micrograph of parathyroid carcinoma. Electron dense secretory granules(inlet) are pre-
sent in the cytoplasm and the plasma membrane is tortuous(—) (EM, x15,000).

Fig. 4. Electron micrograph of parathyroid carcinoma. In the left half, mitotic figure is distinet and

rough endoplasmic reticulum(rER) shows its characteristic parallel flattend arrays(—) (EM,

» 15, 000).
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