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Primary Splenic Lymphoma

—A case report—

Byung Doo Lee, M.I., Je G, Chi, M.D. and Sang Kook Lee, M.D.
Department of Pathology, College of Medicine, Seoul National University

Jin Pok Kim, M.D.
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Primary malignant lymphoma of the aspleen i3 uncommon neoplasm, approximately 100

substantiated cases having been reported in the literature. We report one case of primary

malignant lymphoma of the spleen in a 45-year-old man, who was presented with pain in

the left upper abdomen together with weight loss and hepatosplenomegaly.,

Laboratory findings revealed no specific abnormalities. Abdominal computed tomography

revealed a huge splenic mass. A splenectomy was done.

Removed spleen weighed 1,045gm and 18cm in maximum cross. Cut sections showed a

large solitary mass replacing almost entire spleen. Multiple irregular areas of necrosis were
present. Light microscopic feature was compatible with primary malignant lymphoma of
histiocytic type(Rappaport), and large non-cleaved (Lukes-Collins). Electron microscopic findings
revealed plump cytoplasm, smooth and regular nuclear margin, heterochromatin aggregates
along the nuclear membrane, and prominent nuclecli. There was no evidence of lyvsosome,

phagosomes or erythrophagocytosis. These features were thought to be compatible with B-cell

Ivmphoma.
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Legends for Figures

. Abdominal computed tomography revealed a huge splenic mass(arrows).

Cut surface of the spleen showed a large solitary mass replacing almost entire spleen. Multiple
irregular areas of necrosis(N) is noted.

Photomicrograph of the tumor showing a diffuse infiltration of atypical lymphocvtes with
vesicular nuclei(H&E, % 100).

. Higher magnification of Fig. 3 showing individual cells with plump cytoplasm, round and regular

membrane with prominent nucleoli (H&E, » 400).

Thick section of electron micrography, showing large non cleaved cells with prominent nucleoli
(Toluidin Blue x 400).

- Electron micrograph of tumor cells showing smooth and irregular nuclear margin, heterochromatin

aggregates along the nuclear membrane, and prominent nuclecli. In the cytoplasm, organelles are
relatively well developed. Dendritic reticulum cells are noted among the tumor cells(=3,900).



