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Fig. 1. The cut surface of breast mass:lobulated,
gray-white, solid tissue with focal brown-
black pigmentation.
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Fig. 2. The tumor is largely composed of duct—
forming area. (H&E, X 46, 200)
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Fig. 3. Perivascular sarcomatoid arrangement of
tumor cells. (H&E, »200)
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Fig. 4. Infiltrating tumor cells having large pleo-
morphic nuclei & eosincphilic cvtoplasm.
Melanin granules are found in these cells
and adjpcent melanophages. (H&E, > 400)

gl pibaEReiiAeied 4
Fig. 5. Large pleomorphic tumor cells are in and
around the duct-forming area. (H&E, x200)
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= Abstract =

Melanocyte Colonization and Pigmentation
of Breast Carcinoma
—Report of a case—

Kyu Rae Kim, M.D., Hyeon Joo Jeong, M.D.
and Yoo Bock Lee, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Yonsei University,
Cﬂﬂfgﬂ -:ilf Medicine

Colonization of mammary cancers by melanocytes
with heavy pigmentation of cancer cells by melanin
can occur very rarely.

It 15 not certain which mechanizm operates to achieve
this transfer,

However, the melanocytes might inject melanin
through their dendritic processes or alternatively, the
cancer cells phagocytose the terminal parts of the den-
dritic processes with subsequent dispersal of the con-
tained melanin contained melanin granules,

We report a case ol infiltrating ductal carcinoma of
breast with melanocyte colonization and pigmentation

in a 5Y9-year old female.
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