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Hepatie Candidiasis
— A case occurred in a patient with leukemia —

Chanil Park, M.D., Sun Hee Sung, M.D?
Eun Kyung Han, Mﬂ}and Hoguen Kim, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Y onsei University College of Medicine

In view of the possible role of portal circulation in hematogenous spread of Candida spe-
cies, a case of hepatic candidiasis occurred in an eight-vear-old child with acute lymphoblas-
tic leukemia (ALL) treated by chemotherapy is presented.

Symptoms and signs referable to the hepatic disease in this patient included
hepatomegaly, icteric sclera and abdominal pain. There were no particular manifestations
suggestive of deep mycotic involvement of any specific organs or tissues other than the
liver. Culture of the blood was negative for one month. On the 24th hospital day the patient
died with the presumptive diagnosis of ALL, disseminated intravascular coagulation, acute
renal failure, pulmonary edema, cholecystitis and oral thrush. A needle necropsy was per-
formed and revealed fungal aggregates replacing the large foci of hepatic cell loss.

It is suggested that, when the gastrointestinal tract serves as the portal of entry, the liver
could be the visceral organ involved first in the course of disseminated candidiasis.

Key Words : Liver, Candidiasis, Moniliasis, Acute lymphoblastic leukemia
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Fig. 1. A microscopic field of the liver shows an ag-
gregate of filamentous fungal organisms,
which replaces a half of the field. Methena-
mine silver stain.

Fig. 2. Higher magnification of the candial pseudo-
hyphae that are composed of budding yeasts
without division(arrows). Methenamine sil-
ver stain.

— 276 —



— upakgl 8] 3q)

o i

Fig. 3. An intertace between the fungal aggreate

and the surrounding hepatic parenchyma
showing coagulative necrosis of liver cells
and near absence of inflammatory reaction.
Masson's trichrome.
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