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Carcinosarcoma of the Esophagus

— A report of a case —

Sug Hyung Lee, M.D., Won Sang Park, M.D. Young Jin Choi, M.D.
An Hee Lee, M.D. and Sun Moo Kim, M.ID.

Department of Clintcal Pathology, Catholic University Medical College

Carcinosarcoma of the esophagus is a rare neoplasm composed of both carcinoma and spin-
dle sarcomatous area. Usually the carcinoma component is a squamous cell carcinoma but
rarely adenocarcinoma or undifferentiated carcinoma is found. The histogenesis of the sarco-
matous component is still unknown.

A case of ulcerated polypoid lesion with a stalk in ezophagus was reported. Microscopically it
was composed of spindle shaped cells interminled with squamous cell carcinoma and small cell
carcinoma nests. No distinct transition between spindle shaped cells and carcinoma are was ob-
served.

Immunoreactivity to cytokeratin was observed in both carcinomatous and spindle cell com-
ponent, but electron microscopic examination failed to demonstrate desmosome or tonofila-
ments in spindle cells. Undiffentiated small cell nests were reactive to neuron specific enolase
and contained membrane bounded secretory granule in electron microscopy. (Korean J Pathol

1992; 26: 191-196)
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Fig. 1. The cut surface of eso-
phagus shows a polypoid mass
with stalk. It consists of spin-
dle cell arealarrow) and ca-
cinomatous arealarrow head].
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Fig. 2. Sarcomatous are show-
ing spindle cells arrangment
with giant cells.

Fig. 3. Carcinomatous area sho-
wing admixture of both squa-
mous cell carcinoma and small
cell nest.
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Fig. 4. The positive immuno-
hiztochemical staining for cy-
tokeratin in spindle cell area
(ABC method).

Fig. 5. The positive immuno-
histochemical staining for ne-
uron specitic enalase 1 =mall

cell nests(ABC method)
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Fig. 6. Ultrastructure showing
a small cell with membrane
bound secretory granule. In-
zet: high powere view of mem-
brane bound secretary gran-
ule. N =nucleus, arrow =secre-
tory granule.
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