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The Pathology Specialty System in Korea;
Past, Present and Future Prospects

Je G, Chi, M.D.
Department of Pathology, Seoul National University College of Medicine

The specialist system of hospital pathology in Korea has adopted the American system in its
start. and divided its categories into anatomical pathology(AP), clinical pathology(CF). and
combind anatomic and clinical pathology{ AP +CP). Since 1975 the society eliminated the catego-
rv of combined AP and CP specialist.

The first qualifying examination took place in 1963, It started out as a written examination
and later changed to have two parts, written and practical. One vear of internship and 4 years of
anatomic pathology were required for AP specialist. CP required the same period of training in
CP to be eligible for the specialist qualifying examination. The training period was shortened to
3 vears from 4 vears for 10 vears, 1981 ~1990 and then returned to 4 years in 1599].

There has been considerable confusion during the adoption period of the pathologist specialist
system in Korea, mainly because of an incorrect concept of the term “clinical pathology” in the
modern hospital. Many people understood “clinical pathology™ to mean “hospital pathology” as an
opposing concept of “basic or experimental pathology” at medical school. The misconception
arose from the fact that Pathology Department in a Hospital has not been realiz ed under Japa-
nese hospital system that prevailed Korean hospital system until 1950, In old Japanese style, the
laboratory examinations including somne histopathological examination had been conducted in
corresponding clinical departments. And Pathology Department in medical school was respon-
sible only for autopsy and not for making diagnosis of biopsy or operative specimen necessarily.
Therefore, there has been a conflict between traditional pathologists(most of them anatomic pa-
thologists) at medical school and so-called “clinical pathologists” in the hospital, as the Korean
medical delivery system adopted American system particularly after the Korean war.

Now in Korea, in the great majority of hospitals, clinical pathology is clearly defined from ana-
tamic pathology, and the two.serbices are at work in separate programs. However, there are atill
a few university hospitals, where histopatl.alogical examination and reporting are done in the
Clinical Pathology Department.

It iz hoped that a combined AP and CP program can be started again in near future for the pa-
thologists who work in community hospitals or most smaller general hospitals where the patholoe-
gists with adequate knowledge on both AP and CP at work supervising clinical laboratory tech-
nicians and technologists. However, it is fully realiz ed the specialists in subspecialty field such
as neuropathology, dermatopathology, hematopathology, clinical microbiology, clinical chemistry,
ete. are also needed, For future prospect both the Korean Society of Pathologists and Korean 5o-
ciety of Clinical Pathologists should collaborate with each other in full scale in spite of painful
past experiences. (Korean J Pathol 1992; 26: 537 ~542)
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Table 1. Number of Qualified Specialists in Pathology in Korea by Year

Year Anatomic Pathology Clinical Pathology Combined Total
1963 20 12 26 tal
1964 G 5 2 13
1965 2 3 0 5
1966 1 £ 0 10
1967 2 3 0 5]
1968 5 2 0 7
1969 1 2 ( 3
1970 3 b 0] 8
1971 3 0 0 3
1972 3 2 ( a
1973 3 0 0 3
1974 2 3 0 5
1975 o 5 0 10
1976 6 4 1] 10
1977 ] 3 1] 8
1978 22 T 0 29
15979 g 8 i} 17
1880 10 9 ] 15
1981 18 a9 ] 27
1982 17 17 0 34
1983 33 30 0] i)
1984 18 20 0 38
1985 22 18 0 40
1986 14 16 0 30
1987 18 25 0 43
1988 15 8 1] 23
1985 22 22 1] 44
1990 26 27 0 53
1991 29 20 0] 40
Total 343 291 28 BG2
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