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Chromomycosis of the Skin
— A case report—

Tae Sook Kim, M.D., Kye Yong Song, M.D.* and Je G, Chi, M D

Department of Pathology, Seoul National University
and Chung-Ang University™ College of Medicine

Cutaneous chromomycosis is a slow growing verrucous skin infection caused by five species,
identified as Philadophara verruscoss, Fomsecaea dermatitidis, Fonsecaea pedrosm, Fonsecaea
compactum, Cladosporium cartonii, We report a case of chromomycosis of the skin causing by
Cladasporigm genus, in view of its rarity and unique light microscopic and ultrastructural fea-
Tures.

This 65-vear-old female had suffered from eczematous and lichenified skin lesion for the last
two years since she burned her dorsum of the left hand by boiling oil. The lesion was slowly pro-
gressed, and ended up to the brownish hardening of the skin covered with crusts, Skin punch bi-
opsy was done. Histologically, the sections revealed typical features of chronic granulomatous in-
flammation along with the heavy infiltration of the lymphocytes, plasma cells and histiocytes.
Peeudocarcinomatous downgrowth of the epidermis and microabscesses in the upper dermis
were also found. Mumerous thick walled fungal organisms were noted within the giant cells and
freelv in the dermis, which were positive at PAS stain, and diastase resistant. Thick mucous
capsule is not observed. The organisms showed very faint yellowish walls with a few buddings
and a few zhort elongated hyphae were also noted. Ultrastructurally, the fungus wall was
multilayered and inner organelles were sparse. There is no evidence of systemic involvement, es-
pecially brain. (Korean J Pathol 1993; 27: 531~534)
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Fig. 1. Pseudoepitheliomatous hyperplasia f;nd chron-
ic granulomatous inflamation of the skin and
giant cell{arrow head).

Fig. 2. Clusters of round sep-
. tated organisms which have
": the prominent wall(black ar-
. row heads) and elongated hy-
phas{white arrow) in the ex-
tracellular area(PAS),
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_ Electron dense substances,
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in the multilavered thick cap-
sulelEM, = 12.000).
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