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A Case of Heterophyid Trematode Infection
with Intestinal Obstruction

Jinyoung Yoo, M [ and Sang-In Shim, M .1
Department of Clinical Pathology, Catholic University Medical College

This report describes a case of ileal obstruction in a 3l-year-old male with acute abdominal
pain. A plain film of the abdomen showed segmental obstruction of small intestine. The patient
underwent laparoscopic resection of the segment. Microscopic examination demonstrated foci of
ulceration, submucosal edema, transmural inflammation, mural and neural hyperplasia and
noncaseating granulomas, mimicking Crohn's disease. However, there were microabscesses pre-
dominantly composed of eosinophils. Furthermore, a section of an adult heterophyid trematode

Heterophydiasis usually causes diffuse enteritis. Therefore, this case with intestinal obstruc-
tion seems to be a rare manifestation of intestinal heterophydiasis. (Korean J Pathol 1994; 28; 65
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Fig. 1. Low power view of the
intestinal mucosa showing
granulomatous inflammation.
An adult worm section is pres-
ent in the crypt.

Fig. 2. Higher magnification of
the cross-cut worm. Mature
spermatozoa  and numerous
eggs are seen in the body. No-
tice a large ventral sucker. The
lamina propria is infiltrated by
mononuclear cells and eosino-
phils.
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