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Microcystic Meningioma
— A case report—

Greong Sin Lee, M.D., Il Seon Lee, M.D.*, Bang Hur, M.D. and Man-Ha Huh, M.D.
De partment of Pathology, Kosin Medical College and Dongrae Bong Saeng Hospital®

Microcystic meningioma, a distinct morphological variant of meningiomas, is histologically
characterized by a vacuolated appearance with multiple cystic spaces lined by vacuolated or
stellate-shaped tumor cells. We report a case of microcystic meningioma occuring in right fronto-
parietal area of 42-year-old woman, with emphasis on differential diagnosis, along with a review
of literatures. Immunohistochemically, most of the tumor cells demonstrated positive immu-
noreactivity for both epithelial membrane antigen and vimentin. Electron microscopy showed
that the extracellular space was extensive, where eletron-lucent material was occasionally seen.
The tumor cells had long cytoplasmic processes showing complex interdigitation and a large
number of desmosomes. (Korean J Pathol 1994; 28; 185~1580)
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Fig. 1. A brain CT reveals a well circumscribed low-
density mass showing marked enhancement

Fig. 2. Cut section of the mass shows a vellow-tan
spongy-like appearance with multiple small

in the right fronto-parietal region. Cysts,
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_ Fig. 4. The tumor cells are
. characterized by vacuolated or
foamy cytoplasm and oval nu-
clei,

Fig. b. A sheet of menigo-
thelial cells is noted in focal
area.
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Fig. 6. Tumor cells demon-
grrate  immonoredctivicy  for
hith wimentin(left) and epiche-
lial menbrane antigenirght).

Fig. 7. Election micrograph nf
the tumaor reveals large extia-
._(""F cellular spaces, which often
cottain  fingly granular sub-
stance. The tumor cells have
lomp  cytoplasmic  processes
showing complex  interdigi-
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