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Primary Malignant Lymphoma of the Gallbladder
— A case report—

Jung-Sun Kim, M.D., Chul Woo Kim, M.D., Yong Il Kim, M.D.
Yong Bum Yoon,M.D.® and Yung-Jue Bang, M.D.*

D partment of Pathology and miternal Medicine®,
Seoul National University College of Medicine

Lymphomatous invelvement of the gallbladder is rarely identified and manifests mostly as a
local involvement of disseminated disease. There have been reported only about 20 primary ma-
lignant lymphomas of the gallbladder without involvemnment of other sites.

A 63-vear-old woman presented with jaundice, epigastric pain, and weight loss of two months
duration, There was no systemic lymphadenopathy elsewhere. Abdominal computed tomograph
revealed a focal thickening of the gallbladder wall. The removed gallbladder contained a well cir-
cumscribed, 5% 3 cm-sized, slightly elevated firm area with accentuated mucosal papillary ex-
crescences near the neck protion. The lesion involved whole thickness of the wall, and was made
up of diffuse atypical lymphoid cell infiltrates of variable size accompanying plasmacytoid
differentiation in areas. Some large tumor cells were pleomorphic and contained prominent nu-
cleali. To our knowledge, this is the first case of primary malignant lymphoma of the gallbladder
in Korean literature. (Korean J Pathol 1994; 28: 538~ 540)
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Fig. 1. The gallbladder reveals a well circumscribed,
slightly elevated area with papillary excres.
cences near the neck portion.
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Fig. 2. Photomicrograph of the gallbladder wall re-
veals diffuse infiltration of lymphoid cell, by
which mucosal folds are accentuated.
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Fig. 3. A. The tumor consists of diffuse atypical
lymphoid cells of variable size with
plasmacytoid differentiation. Some large
cells are pleomorphic and contain prominent
nucleoli. B. The tumor cellzs give positive
staining for LCA,
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