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Chromomycosis of the Nasolacrimal Duct

- Report of a case -

So Dug Lim, M.D., Ji Eun Kim, M.D. and Kyu Rae Kim*, M.D.

Depariment of Pathology, Seoul National University College of Medicine and
Department of Diagnostic Pathology, Sansung Medical Center*

Chromomycosis is a chronic cutaneous fungal infection characterized by the presence of dark
brown parasitic forms of fungi in biopsied tissues. It is usually resulted from the entry of the
causative organism through a minor trauma, and therefore, most lesions are found on the exposed
part of the body, such as limbs or face, and occurrence on the nasolacrimal duct 15 extremely
TATE.

We report a case of chromomycosis of the right nasolacrimal duct, which was presented with
clinical sympioms of nasolacrimal duct obstruction. The patient was a 40 year-old male who
had had minor injuries on his left eve twice by paper and branches of the tree two months prior
to epiphora in right eye. On dacryocystorhinostomy, right nasolacrimal duct was obstructed by
pinkish brown mucoid ball. Microscopically, the mucoid ball revealed eosinophilic, amorphous,
necrotic materials admixed with brown pigmented fungi. The organism showed characteristic dark
brown, round, thick-walled, often septated, sclerotic bodies and brown pigmented long bead-like
hyphae. The adjacent mucosa shows marked chronic nonspecific inflammation with fibrosis.
(Korean J Pathol 1996; 30: 358 —360)
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Fip. 1. Photomicrograph of fungus ball showing dark
brown  sclerotic bodies snd  surmmounding  inflammatory
reactions,
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Fig. 2. Photomicrograph of organism showimg branching,
scprated, long hyphal chams and sclorotic bodics occumng
gither singly or m groups of 2 to 6 or more (G-
mori-methenarmine-silver stamning).
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