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Application of the Revised Case Matrix Format to Tutorial in Pathology Teaching:
An Interim Approach toward Problem-Based Learning under
Traditional Curricular Structure

Yong Il Kim, M.D., Chong Jai Kim, M.D., Gee Young Choe, M.D., Chul Weo Kim, M.D.
Woo Ho Kim, M., Ja-June Jang, M.D., Je Geun Chi, M.D., Gyeong Hoon Kang, M.D.
Myeong Cherl Kook, M.D., Jung Sun Kim, M.D., Tae Sook Kim, M.D.

Gee Young Kwon, M.D. and 50 Dug Lim, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Seoul Mational University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

This paper describes a student-centered case study program concerning the tumor pathology
course for first year sfudents in medical school under the traditional curricular structure, A
traditional, discipline-oriented, lecture-laboratory approach was partly modified by introducing a
tutuorial session using a modified case marrix format during the laboratory hours without altering
the general scheme of the existing system. Small group wtorial sessions were sel with the
development of learning objectives emphasizing clinicopathologic reasoning and early exposure
to future practical presentation which was followed by the large class session; each tutorial was
supplied with a short clinical history, gross kodachrome slides, and microslides. The session for
problem identification was replaced by proving a series of instructor-designed guestions for both
pathology and interdisciplinary correlation during which pedagogical implication was stressed the
most.  Student’s active participation, development of self leamming skill and vigorous
teaching-leaming process among students, and motivation/relevance for forthcoming pathology
study were among the benefits conferred by this modification, We conclude that this approach
is an interim step to meet the advantages of problem-based leaming even in a rradinonal
curticular structure. (Korean J Pathol 1996; 30: 653 —661)
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