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Congenital Anomalies Observed by Autopsies at
‘the Seoul National University Children’s Hospital

Jin Haeng Chung, M.D., Jeong-Wook Seo, M.D., Chong Jai Kim, M.D.
Chul Woo Kim, M.D. and Je G. Chi, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Seoul National University College of Medicine

A retrospective analysis was performed on the 968 cases of fetal or pediatric autopsies over
five year period (1990-1994), at the Seoul National University Children's Hospital. Age/mode
distribution of cases were artificial abortus(30.6%), spontaneous abortus(12.0%), stillbirth(21.9%),
neonates(29%), infants(2.8%) and children{0.9%). Male/female ratio was 1.21. Overall incidence
of congenital anomalies was 60.8% and 34.0% of all cases had anomalies involving multiple
organ systems. Percentage of cases with any anomaly was 71.6% in amificial abortus, 353%
in spontaneous abortus, 59% in siill births, 65.5% in neonates and 38.9% in infant and children.
Common organ systems involved were the cardiovascular system (39.0%), musculoskeletal
system (23.6%), nervous system (22.6%), gastrointestinal system (19.9%), and urinary system
(14.6%). From these results, we found that the congenital anomalies were most significant
discases of the perinatal period and the cardiovascular anomalies were the most common
anomalies of them. (Korean J Pathol 1997; 31: 93 —99)
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Fig 1. Proportions of agefmode groups in cases with or
without anomalies.
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Fig 2. Number of cases of anomalies in each sysiem by
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Fig 3. Pre- and posmatal death distribution according to
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Table 1. Incidence of individual anomalies

Type of anomalies Number of cases (%)

Ventricular septal defect 59 (10.0)
Hypoplasia of lung 56 ( 9.5)
Cystic renal disease 39 ([ 6.6)
Patent ductus arteriosus 38 [ 6.5)
Holoprosencephaly 5059
Anencephaly M4 58
Cleft lip and palate 4 (58
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