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Computerization of Microscope Slide Labelling

Dong Sug Kim, M.D. and Dae Hong Suh, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Yeungnam University College of Medicine

The automation in surgical pathology, particularly in the reporting and encoding system using
personal computers has been greatly improved in recent years, but the computerization of mi-
croscope slide labelling has not been improved. The authors have developed a database program
for slide labelling using FoxPro 2.5 and FoxBASE SCOUNIX 2.1.2: For 1 year during trial an
effect has been put forward to simplify and organize the labelling work in routine surgical
pathology. The program is now become easily applicable to the labelling work without disturbing
the normal flow in a pathology laboratory. It is possible to get information concemning how many
paraffin blocks and H&E slides have been made, as well as what kind of special stains have
been requested for each case. The authors think that the computerization of labelling work in
routing surgical pathology is a fairly easy rask, and this should simplify the Iabtlliné work at
a lower cost, diminish the workload of a typist or technician, and indirect information concerning
the workload in a pathology laboratory can be calculated. (Korean J Pathol 1997; 31: 628 ~634)
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Fig. 1. A) A pull-down menu screen displayed when the main menu “#e]4+” is selected by selection bar, The main
menu “#lle]E" is composed of 10 submenu. B) Data entry menu screen displayed when the submenu "1. Slide label”
is selected. The data entry menu screen is composed of 2 columns. The lefi column is used for real data entry, and
the right colurmn shows a list of the data in order of input. The first line of left column retains the latest input pathology
number, and the function key "F3” is assigned 1w the serial next number. In cytology slide label, patient’s age, sex,
and the specimen arc automatically accompanied from the same patient’s recordiunderlined).
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Fig. 2. Seven labels are attached to each row of the label form paper. Cut lines repeat every 2 rows of labels(arrows).
Printing starts at first label of second row, First row of the label form paper is not usable because of regular line feed

at every start of printing.
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Fig. 3. The name of institute and department is previously printed as basic informations. A) In case of biopsy slide,
each label is imprinted with the pathology number, block number, and the type of special stain which was performed
at first, second, and third line, respectively. B) In case of cytology slide, patient’s age, sex, and the type of specimen

are printed at second lime,
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[ LABEL SUMMARY ] 01/12 Thu 08:41 (1) SIN
B S Special 5.

C9 13T 1

C95 138: 2

CCa5 1: 1 7 Reticulum, Reticulum, GFAP, Vimentin, GFAP

0C95 2: 1 4 LCA, Pan-T,Pan-B

CCas 3: 1 4 Chromogran, E.M. A, Synaptophy

59 138: 19 19

S9 1570 5 7 Trichrome, Reticulum, Reticulum, Trichrome

595 208: 1 3 5-5,5-5

SS9 2130 10 10

595 2200 1 8 Keratin,E.M.A. LCA, NSE,NSE,Keratin,LCA, E.M. A

59 270 2 3

$95 278 1 2 AFB

R R R RS SR S e e e e e e e e S i e e - T

: 42 Slide: 70 Special S.: 24

Fig. 4. A report generated when the labelling work is finished everyday. This report contains all information concerning
paraffin blocks, glass slide number, and special stains which were required for each case. The first line shows the date
and time which the finish work is performed. The last line shows total number of paraffin blocks, glass slides, and

special stains performed.
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Page 1
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2B FSFP
59 393 A
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S95 394 -
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Fig. .5. A list of slide labels retrieved by date on which slides were prepared. Each list is printed in 2 columns. The
list content is composed of pathology number, block number, and the type of special stain performed.
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