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Pigmented Squamous Cell Carcinoma Arising from Pigmented Actinic Keratosis

— A case report —

Hyun Joo Choi, Gyveong Sin Park, Seok Jin Kang, Yeong Jin Choi,
Byung Kee Kim, Sun Moo Kim, and Sang In Shim

Department of Clinical Pathology, Catholic University Medical College, Seoul 150-010, Korea

Pigmented squamous cell carcinoma is a very rare malignant, pigmented, epidermal twmor. The rarity of pigmented
squamous cell carcinomas may reflect in pant their misdiagnosis as other pigmented neoplasms, particularly malignant
melanoma. To our knowledge, only five cases have been reported in literature. We recently experienced a case of
pigmented squamous cell carcinoma arising from pigmented actinic keratosis in a 77 years old female. Physical
examination showed a 0.8 < 0.6 cm, smooth, dark brown pigmented patch with irregular but sharply defined borders
located on the upper left chest. The biopsy specimen showed histologic findings of pigmented actinic keratosis with
abundant melanin pigments, which became pigmented squamous cell carcinoma. Most of pigments in the sguamous
cell carcinoma were contained within the melanocytes along with the neoplastic squamous cells. (Korean J Pathol
1998; 32: 76~T79)
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Fipg. 2. Plamenoed squamous cell carcinomn,

Al The Trown pgment= mothe Invasive carcinoma are coh
tained within the dendritic cellz amoengse the neoplasiic squa-
mos cells, B Sos) cells of the invading coll nests show
well developed keratinization,

Fig. 1. Pigmented sciinic keratos:s

A The brown plements sproad diffusely inte the epldennis
S There s an architcotural disarrangemant of the squameey
celis o the epidernus, with atnvpeezl nuclear feweras and

accastonal dwvskeranosis,

Fig. 3. Pigmemsad sogoamons cell carsnoma.

Al black pigmenss wibin the dendritic cell amongar car
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P 5-100 provein-positive cells umonpst caroinoms colls
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