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Polypoid Ganglioneuromatosis of Colon

~ A case report—

Jin Ja Park, Kyung Chan Choi, Young Hee Choi, and Young Euy Park

Department of Pathology, College of Medicine, Hallym University, Choonchun 200-060, Korea

Gastrointestinal ganglioneuromatosis is an extremely rare lesion which typically occurs with a significant systemic syndrome.
It is known to be a major component of multiple endocrine neoplasia, type 2b. We presented a case of polypoid ganglioneuro-
matosis of the colon in a 3-year-old female with abdominal pain and diarthea. She had no clinical evidence of the systemic
syndrome or von Recklinghausen's neurofibromatosis, conditions in which intestinal ganglioneuromatosis can occur. Gross
examination showed diffuse polypoid masses in ascending and transverse colons with normal-appearing mucosa. Microscopic
examination revealed a proliferation of spindle-shaped neuronal cells containing multiple clusters of mature ganglion cells in
the mucosa, submucosa and proper muscle, We describe a case of colonic ganglioncuromatosis without any component of
multiple endocrine neoplasia or family history. (Korean J Pathol 1998; 32: 388 —390)
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Fig. 1. Diffuse polypoid masses in the ascending and transverse
colons,

Fig. 2. Diffuse proliferation of neural-appearing spindle-cells
contaiming clusters of mature ganglion cells and supportive cells
in the mucosa and submucosa.
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Fig. 3. Hyperplastic nerve fibers and ganglion cells in the lamina
propria.
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