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The Current Practice of the Autopsy Services and the Autopsy Records
at the Seoul National University Hospital

Jeong-Wook Seo, Yoon-Sung Lee', Je Geun Chi, Ghee Young Choe, Soong-Deok Lee', Chong-Jai Kim,
In Ae Park, Woo-Ho Kim, Ja-June Jang, Chul Woo Kim, Seong Hoe Park, Jung-Bin Le::',
Hvyvun Soon Lee, Yong Il Kim, Eui Keun Ham, and Sang Kook Lee

Departments of Pathology and 'Forensic Medicine, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul 110-799, Korea

This study outlines the current status of the autopsy practice and the medical records for autopsies at the Department
of Pathology, Seoul National University Hospital. Total number of autopsy cases from 1954 to 1995 was 3,131, Adults
aged over 17 were 371 cases and children were 2,515 cases. The demographic data in 245 cases was not available,
The number of adult autopsies and its proportion among total number of autopsies during [0-year penods decreased
from 144 cases (40%) during the 10-year-period from 1956 1o 52 cases (3% ) during the 10-year-period from 1986.
The number of children cases during the same period groups increased slightly from 210 cases (58%) to 393 cases
(25%). But the number of fetal cases increased rapidly from 7 cases (2%) to 1,146 cases (72%). Among fetal autopsies
the proportion of fetuses died earlier than 24 weeks of gestation increased and this figure exceeds that of fetuses that
died later than 24 weeks of gestation from 1992, Forty percent of the cases were submitted from the clinical departments
of the Seoul National University Hospital but the remainders were referred from 73 hospitals. Final autopsy diagnoses
were analysed according to the Korean Standard Classification of Disease (KCD)-3 coding system and by searching
kev words for all cases, Common diagnoses as coded among cases from 1990 were P9, PO, P2, Q2 and Q0. Common
diseases by key words for adult cases were liver disease, tuberculosis and pneumonia. Common diseases for children
cases were pneumonia, hyaline membrane discase, meningitis and tuberculosis. Through this study we could show the
importance of autopsy services for fetuses. We could also establish a regular registration system for autopsies at general
hospitals. (Korean J Pathol 1998; 32: 453 ~459)
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Fig. 1. Number of cases in each age goup according to the
10-year periods.
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Fig. 2. Change of the gestational ages of fetal autopsy cases
from 1987 to 1995,
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Fig. 3. Change of the sex of fetal and postnatal autopsies
by the age groups among autopsies from 1987 to 1995
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Fig. 4. Major diagnoses listed as a cause of death among
adult autopsies according to the 10-year groups.
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Tahle 1. Number of cases with common diagnoses according to the 10-year groups among 349 adult cases

Diagnoses 1956 — 1965 1966 — 1975 1976~ 1985 1986 — 1995 Total (%)
(n=144) (m=104) (n=49) {n=32) (n=3449)

Liver disease 21 4 2 7 34T
Tuberculosis 14 7 4 f 31(8.9%)
Pneumonia ) 2 b ) 1905 459
Malignant lymphoma B 2 0 2 12(3.4%)
Meningitis 7 1 3 () 11{3.2%)
Rheumatic fever 3 4 | 0 B(2.3%)
Hemlnrrhag]c tever i , , | 4(1.1%)

with renal syndrome

Typhoid fever 1 0 0 0 1(0.3%)

Tahle 2. Number of cases with common diagnoses according to the 10-vear groups among 1065 children

: 1956~ 1965 1966~ 1975 1976 — 1985 1986 — 1995 Total (%

Piagnoses (n=210) (n=235) (n=227) (n=393) (n= l.ﬂ{ﬁ,‘;;
Pneumonia 23 15 27 139 2019, 2%)
Hyaline membrane disease 0 5 14 44 63(5.9%)
Meningitis 10 & 3 13 32(3.0%)
Tuberculosis 18 10 0 2 JN2.BE)
Liver disease 4 3 11 18(1.79%)
Tetanus 3 7 4 0 1401, 3%)
Malignant lymphoma 2 1 I 4045
Diphtheria 3 1 0 0 H0.4%)
Rheumatic fever (i) 2 1 ] RI{ERCAY
Dysentery 3 0 0 0 H03%)
Typhoid fever 2 1 0 0 J0.3%)

Preuronia T

Hyalina m. d., ._—'

Weningitis E
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.|
Liver dis, ﬁ
i I 1 I 1
5 10 3o 40 50
Fig. 5. Major diagnoses listed as a cause of death among
children autopsies according to the 10-year groups.
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Table }. Number of cases according to the diagnoses codes in each year among 1158 cases from 1990 to 1995

Code Diagnoses groups 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 Total(%)
A-B Certain infectious & parasitic disease 6 3 5 4 0 4 22(1.9%)
C-D438 Neoplasms 4 17 19 3 15 7 BT(5.8%)

Disease of the blood & blood forming
D50-D89  organs & cerain disorders involving 3 4 0 2 0 | 10{0.9%)
immune mechanism
E Endocrine, nutritional & 512 3 70 0 2723%)
metabolic diseases '
F Mental and behavioral disorders 0 v 0 0 0 0 0(0.0%)
G Diseases of the nervous system 6 8 & 9 1 5 35(3.0%)
H Diseases of the eye, adnexa, 5 5 ! (2 { 5 26(2.2%)
the ear & mastoid process ) '
I Diseases of the circulatory system 10 3 2 16 2 8 43(3.7%)
| Discases of the respiratory system 4 14 1 7 4 17 47(4.1%)
K Diseases of the digestive system 15 9 4 9 3 12 52(4.5%)
L Diseases of the skin & I 2 0 0 0 i 4(0.3%)
subcutaneous tissue '
M Diseases of the musculoskeletal I 0 0 0 0 0 10.1%)
svstem & connective tissue '
N Diseases of the genitourinary system 10 9 ] 3 2 10 3N3.4%)
0 Pregnancy, childbirth & the puerperium 0 0 1 0 o 3 4(0.3%)
P Cenain: conditions originating 168 151 185 174 191 141 1010(87.2%)
in the perinatal period
Congenital malformations,
0 deformations & 119 138 119 108 123 72 GTOS8.6%)
chromosomal abnormalities
Symptoms, signs & abnormal
R clinical & laboratory 12 11 4 9 | 15 52{4.5%)
findings, not elsewhere classified
Injury, poisoning & certain other
5-T 0 2 0 2 0 4 B0 75D
Consequenices of external causes
V-Y External causes of morbidity & morality 0 0 0 0 0 0 O(0.0%)
Z Factors influencing health status & ! 2 PR 2 I 53(4.6%)
contact with health services
Total 184 183 221 186 222 162 1158(100%)
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