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— Abstract

The number of pediatric dental clinics has been increasing due to the development of dentistry and changes in public
awareness of professional dental care for children. The purpose of this study was to investigate the present status of
pediatric dental clinics in Korea in several respects, including regional distribution.

There were 343 pediatric dental clinics (1.91%) among 17,917 dental clinics in Korea. 248 out of 343 private
practitioners were board certified pediatric dentists. Of 248 board certified pediatric dentists, 25 displayed the specialty in
their clinics’ name. Gyeonggi occupied largest share of the total pediatric dental clinics in Korea, followed by Seoul and
Busan. Gangnam-gu occupied largest share of the total pediatric dental clinics in Seoul. Out of all pediatric dental clinics
in Korea, 78.7% was run by only one dentist. 90.9% of pediatric dental clinics didn't do night clinic on weekdays and
26.5% was open until after 15:00 on Saturday.
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(n = 18678)
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> excluded (n =96)
- Compared with KAPD membership directory
- Confirmed by homepage and phone

Fig. 1. Flowchart for identification of pediatric dental clinics in Korea.
HIRA = health insurance review and assessment service, KAPD = Korean academy of pediatric dentistry

Table 1. Private practitioner classification by careers

No. of private practitioners

Percentage (%)

residency program graduate (not certified) 12 3.5%
certified dentist by KAPD (except specialist) 50 14.6%
specialist 248 72.3%
general practitioner 28 8.2%
unidentified 5 1.5%
total 343 100%

KAPD = Korean academy of pediatric dentistry
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Fig. 2. Map of Korea pediatric dental clinics.

Table 2. Regional distribution of pediatric dental clinics in Korea
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Metropolitans and No. of pediatric

Percentage (%)

No. of children No. of pediatric dental clinics

provinces dental clinics <15 years old per 100,000 children
Seoul 89 25.9% 1,043,747 853
Busan 27 79% 375,048 7.20
Daegu 9 2.6% 297,662 3.02
Incheon 16 47% 378,515 423
Gwangju 12 3.5% 203,011 591
Daejeon 9 2.6% 194,693 4.62
Ulsan 6 1.7% 160,715 3.73
Sejong 2 0.6% 68,193 293
Gyeonggi 115 33.5% 1,837,648 6.26
Gangwon 7 2.0% 175,368 3.99
Chungbuk 5 1.5% 202,337 247
Chungnam 10 2.9% 283,864 3.52
Jeonbuk 3 0.9% 222414 1.35
Jeonnam 4 1.2% 220,228 1.82
Gyeongbuk 7 2.0% 311,109 2.25
Gyeongnam 19 55% 446,682 4.25
Jeju 3 0.9% 97,528 3.08
total 343 100% 6,518,762 5.26
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Table 3. Regional distribution of pediatric dental clinics in Seoul

Districts

No. of pediatric

Percentage (%)

No. of children

No. of pediatric dental clinics

dental clinics <15 years old per 100,000 children
Jongno-gu 0 0.0% 13,522 0.00
Jung-gu 0 0.0% 10,674 0.00
Yongsan-gu 1 1.1% 21,769 4.59
Seongdong-gu 4 45% 32,095 12.46
Gwangjin-gu 3 34% 34,603 8.67
Dongdaemun-gu 4 4.5% 33,650 11.89
Jungnang-gu 1 1.1% 37917 2.64
Seongbuk-gu 3 34% 48,784 6.15
Gangbuk-gu 3 34% 28,241 10.62
Dobong-gu 1 1.1% 33,253 3.01
Nowon-gu 6 6.7% 61,425 9.77
Eunpyeong-gu 3 34% 50,574 593
Seodaemun-gu 3 34% 31,599 949
Mapo-gu 5 5.6% 40,726 12.28
Yangcheon-gu 4 45% 58,207 6.87
Gangseo-gu 7 7.9% 66,747 1049
Guro-gu 1 1.1% 45,458 2.20
Geumcheon-gu 2 2.2% 21,073 9.49
Yeongdeungpo-gu 2 2.2% 37,209 5.38
Dongjak-gu 5 5.6% 40,559 1233
Gwanak-gu 2 2.2% 39,220 5.10
Seocho-gu 7 7.9% 58,622 11.94
Gangnam-gu 14 15.7% 66,451 21.07
Songpa-gu 4 4.5% 83,123 4.81
Gangdong-gu 4 4.5% 48,246 8.29
total 89 100.0% 1,043,747 8.53

Table 4. Regional distribution of pediatric dental clinics by city size in Korea

Type of region

No. of pediatric

Percentage (%)

No. of children

No. of pediatric dental clinics

(by city scale) dental clinics <15 years old per 100,000 children
metropolitans 168 49.0% 2,653,391 6.33
other cities 174 50.7% 3,514,840 495
rural areas 1 0.3% 350,531 0.29
total 343 100.0% 6,518,762 5.26

Table 5. The number of dentists per pediatric dental clinic

Table 6. Week days night clinic

No. of dentists

No. of pediatric

No. of pediatric

per dental clinic dental clinics Percentage (%) Night clinic dental clinics Percentage (%)

1 270 78.7% no 288 90.9%
2 62 18.1% once a week 25 7.9%
3 6 1.7% twice a week 4 1.3%
4 2 0.6% total 317 100.0%
5 2 0.6%
6 1 0.3%

total 343 100.0%

48



Table 7. Saturday office hour

Saturday office hour ~ No. of pediatric

Percentage (%)

(closing time) dental clinics

not open 3 0.9%

- 13.00 23 7.3%

13:30 - 14:00 159 50.2%

14:30 - 15:00 48 15.1%

15:30 - 16:00 65 20.5%

16:30 - 17:00 15 47%

over 17:00 4 1.3%

total 317 100.0%
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