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Analysis of Surgical Websites in Korea

Myung Chul Chang, MD., Chan-Dong Kim, MD., Hye Rin
Roh, MD,, Gi Bong Chae, MD. and Won Jin Choi, M.D.

Purpose: Recent advances in the internet have enabled us
to search for large amounts of medical information. In Korea
there are many websites providing medical information, but
the quality and quartity of these websites relating to surgery
remains to be clarified. Therefore, through the analysis of the
surgical websites in Korea, the characteristics and future
directions are presented.

Methods: Two hundred and thirteen websites were retrieved
using three search engines: Yahoo, Lycos and Naver. We
reviened these websites, and they were classified according
to their administrator, sulject and content. \WWe also recorded
the presence or absence of e-mail addresses, the section
on medical counseling and intemet reservation.

Results: One hundred and sixty-eight websites (78.9%) were
administrated by the local clinics. In relation to the main
suljects, 94.4% of websites targeted the general public. The
main contents of the websites were colorectal and anal
disease (83.1%9. O the 168 websites administrated by local
clinics, online medical counseling was available in 142
(845%) and intermet reservation was passible in 39 (23.2%).
Most of the local clinics websites were located in urban
area.

Conclusion: Our study showed surgical websites were led
by local clinics, which specialized in colorectal and anal
disease. It is emphasized that efforts to informationalization
are needed by medical schools, affiliated hospitals and
medical associations, and the guidelines enabling validity of
medical counseling should be put in place. (J Korean Surg
Soc 2002;64:1-5)
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Table 1. Webgte lists of surgicd association

Name of association*

Koreen Association of
Endocrine Surgeons
Korean Associaion of
Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic Surgery
Korean Breast Cancar Society
Korean Cancer Association
Korean Society for Transplantation
Koreen Society for Vascular Qurgay
Korean Society of Coloproctology
Koreen Society of Emergency
Medicine
Koreen Society of Traumatology
Koreen Qurgica Society

39 (232% 5
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&.1% 138
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, 94.4% , 88.3%
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Internet address
www .kaes.or kr
www.khbp.or kr 5

www.kbcs.or kr

wWww.cancer .or.kr ! !
www .ksot.org '
www.ksvs.org

www.colon.or .kr

WWW.emergency .or .Kr

Www trauma.or Kr
www.surgery.or kr

*alphebetical order.
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Table 2. HON code of conduct for medica and hedth web stes
1 Authority

Any medicad or hedth advice provided and hosted on this site will only be given by medically trained and qudified professionals
unless a dear statement is made that a piece of advice offered is from a non-medically qudified individual or organization.
2. Complementaity
The information provided on this dte is designed to support, not replace, the relaionship that exists between a patient/site visitor
and highe existing physicien.
3. Confidentidity
Confidentidity of data relating to individud patients and visitors to a medica/hedth Web site, induding their identity, is respected
by this Web dte. The Web site owners undertake to honour or exceed the legd requirements of medica/hedth information privacy
that goply in the country and state where the Web site and mirror Sites are located.
4. Attribution
Where gppropriate, information contained on this site will be supported by clear references to source data and, where possible,
have gpecific HTML links to tha data. The date when a clinical page was last modified will be dealy digplayed (eg. a the
bottom of the page).
5. Judtifiability
Any dams rdating to the benefitdperformance of a gedific trestment, commercial product or service will be supported by
gopropriate, baanced evidence in the manner outlined aove in Principle 4.
6. Trangparency of authorship
The dedgners of this Web site will seek to provide information in the clearest possible manne and provide contact addresses
for viditors that seek further information or support. The Webmaster will digolay higher E-mail address dearly throughout the Web
Ste.
7. Trangparency of gponsorship
Support for this Web site will be clearly identified, including the identities of commercid and non-commercid organisations
that have contributed funding, services or materid for the ste.
8. Honesty in advertisng & editorid policy
If advertising is a source of funding it will be clearly stated. A brief description of the advertising policy adopted by the Web
site owners will be displayed on the site. Advertising and other promotional materid will be presented to viewers in a manner
and context that fadilitates differentiation between it and the origind materia created by the ingtitution gperating the site.
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