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Background : Negative public attitude toward epilepsy is a common phenomenon all over the world and
one of the major factors causing social discrimination against people with epilepsy. In general, those with
epilepsy have considerable fimitations in their interaction with and adaptation to their surroundings, and
some of them find social attitudes more devastating than the disorder itself. Methods : In order to indicate
folk medicines known as an epilepsy treatment among Korean rural residents and to deduce the
background of the negative attitudes from analysis of the estimated effect of the folk medicine, a survey
was conducted in a Korean rural area. Results : Of 713 persons contacted in the survey, 22% of res-
pondents replied that they knew at least one folk medicine as an epilepsy treatment. About 56% of the
folk medicines were superstitious or incantational one such as eating the organs of animals or humans, or
soup boiled with the branches of a tree struck by lightening, or with a rope used in a suicidal hanging.
From the results, we can deduce the fact that the understanding of epilepsy by the Korean respondents
base on the supernatural or superstitious thinking that seem to be attributed to our own unigue culture.
Conclusion : In order to ameliorate prejudices against epilepsy and allow epileptic persons to interact with
and adapt to their surrounding properly, not only continuous and repetitive educational efforts but also
the sympathy of professional and lay societies regarding epilepsy would be needed. (J Korean Epilep Soc
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Table 1. Demographic features of respondents (n=713)
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(SPSS/Win 7.0)% ©]-83l9 1 p value 0.05 ©]3+2 #<

FEOR At

50
T

Mlix!

ot

& 71399 Flo] A S50 A, 4¥, 8 #
X Table 13+ 2tk 9Ao] 60%%2 +HE H3tdx,
604 olde] SHA7 AA Y 62%, 25w )3 &F &

Age (years) Numbers %
<49 131 18 AA7E HA 9] 80%5 AABIATE SHAe] 22%(1567)
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Table 2. The response to the question ; Do you know any folk medicine as an epilepsy treatment?
Age (years) Gender Level of education®
Response -
<49 50-59 60-69 >70 Male Female Never Grade > Junior
Yes 20 30 52 54 58 99 72 56 27
11 111 165 170 230 326 237 205 116
No
P 0.205 0.346 0.576
a : Never ; never went to school, Grade ; grade school, > Junior : junior high school or above
b : P value by Chi-square test
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Table 3. Folk medicines for epilepsy treatment used in Korean rural
areas
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Table 4. The number of respondents who prefer superstitional folk medicine

Age (years) Gender Level of education®
Response <49 50-59 60-69 >70 Male Female Never Grade > Junior
Yes 10 18 34 30 28 64 42 36 14
No 121 123 183 194 260 361 267 225 129
p° 0.19 0.036 0.468

a - Never ; never went to school, Grade ; grade school, > Junior ; junior high school or above

b : P value by Chi-square test
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