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(ABSTRACT)

The Clinical Significance of Diagnostic Video Laparoscopy

Jae-Hyun Park, M.D., Yong-Seok Lim, M.D. Sang-Mok Lee, M.D,
Sung-Wha Hong, M.D. Soo-Myung Oh, M.D.

Department of General Surgery, School of Medicine, Kyunghee University, Seoul, Korea

This study was designed to evaluate the diagnostic and therapeutic significance of video laparcscopy when physical
examination, laboratory tests, and noninvasive imaging techniques failed to provide accurate diagnoses, Thirty patients
with obscure clinical diagnoses who underwent diagnostic laparoscopy at Department of General Sutgery, Kyung-Hee
University Hospital cal from July 1996 to December 1996 were analyzed retrospectively.,

Four patients (13,3%) were evaluated for acute abdominal pain; 3 patients (10.0%) were evaluated for chrenic
abdominal pain; 10 patients (33.4%) underwent laparoscopy to dlarify in suspected intra-abdlominal malignancy, cancer
peritoneii, or to assess the operability in the cases of known cancer; 9 patients (30,0%) underwent laparoscopy to
confirm suspected mberculous peritonitis; and 4 trauma patiertts (13,3%) were evaluated 0 confirm injury of the intra-
abdominal organ, Of the 30 patients, diagnostic laparoscopy led to diagnosis in 27 patients (90,0%); a laparotomy was
avoided in 26 patients (86,7%); operative treatment was done laparoscopically in 3 patients (10,00); and 4 patients
{13.3%) were converted 1o laparotomy, There were no serious complications in this series,

In conclusion, diagnostic video faparoscopy is a safe and useful method for diagnosis, therapy, staging, and
planning for further treatrment,
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Table 1. Outcome of Diagnostic Laparoscopy in 30 patients
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Chronic abdominal pain 3 3 (100)
Cancer peritoneii 10 8 (0
The peritonits 9 8 @8
e @ 4 4 gy
Toul . m 5 ©0.0)

R

0 2

2 66.7) 1 (33.3)
0 (0) 0 (0)
0 (0) 0 (0)
2 (50.0) 0 (0)
4 (133 3 10.0)

Table 2. Laparoscopy for Patients of Acute Abdominal Pain

 [aparoscopic appendectomy
~ Delayed laparoscopic cholecystectomy
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Table 3. Laparoscopy for Patients of Chronic Abdominal Pain

_Preoperative Impression  No. _ Laparoscopic Diagnosis  Management
Laparoscopic
Chronic abdominal pain 1 Chronic appendicitis appendectomy and
cholecystectomy
Adhesive ileus Laparotomy
Chronic intestinal 2
obstruction Obturator hemia Laparotomy

Table 4. Laparoscopy for Patients of Suspicious Cancer Peritoneii
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Table 5. Laparoscopy for Patients of Suspicious Tuberculous Peritonitis

Table 6. Laparoscopy for Patients of Trauma

 Preoperative mpression Laparoscopic Diagnosis
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Multiple organ injury

Hemoperitoneum Cecal wall hematoma with hemoperitoneum
Duodenal injury Rupture into retroperitoneum
Hemoperitoneum

Multiple small bowel injury

Cecal wall hematoma with hemoperitoneum

Laparotomy
Conservative treatment
Conservative treatment
Laparotomy
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