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A Volvulus of the Gallbladder -Laparoscopic Detorsion and Resection-

Dong Hee Kim, M.D., Jun Gil Han, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Eulji General Hospital, Eulji University School of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Volvulus of the gallbladder is an unusual entity that gives
rise to perforate following the necrosis of gallbladder. Since
its first description by Wendell in 1898, its diagnosis prior to
operative exploration has been extremely elusive. Currently
the diagnostic value of radiologic imaging is limited. We report
here a case of volvulus of the gallbladder in a 73-year-old wom -
an who was treated successfully to detorsion and resection
of gangrenous gallbladder laparoscopically without the usual
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requirement of open exploration. Additionally, the etiology,
clinical feature, diagnosis, and treatment of the condition are
reviewed.
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Fig. 1. Ultrasonography showed a distended gallbladder with per-
icholecystic fluid collection (arrow).

: S50mm

Fig. 2. Preoperative computed tomography showed a large mi-
grated gallbladder with thickened low-density multilayered
wall, indicating ischemia or necrotic change in the gall-
bladder (arrow).

Fig. 3. Operative finding of laparoscopic detorsion and resection of gallbladder volvulus. The gallbladder was rotated in 270-degree
clockwise direction around its pedicle (arrow) (A). The gallbladder was gangrenous even if laparoscopic detorsion (B).
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